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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVIsION, DEPART-
MEaT Wes? VIRGNIA,

* LzwisBuraH, Sunday, May 22, 1864,

The cavalry raid of that dashing and gallant
officer, Gen. AveRriry, made from Charieston, West
Virginia,May 8,was undoubtedly one of the most haz-
ardous and brilliant of the war. It was,too,successful.
All and more than the usual dangers ot field and
flood were encountered—rivers were swam, forests
penetrated, mountains scaled, unknown regions
traversed, enemies met. For upward of sixty miles
of the mountain travel there was nothing but precip-
ttous bridle-paths, and for that distance did the men
on foot drag themselves and thelr horses up and
down. But seven days’ rations and proportlonate
ammunition had been taken. Ior eighteen dayvs—in-
cluding four days after meeting Gen. Crooxk—the
command were unheard of by their frlends, After
the 11th their ammunition was about exhausted, and
but for the fortunate capture of a rebel train on the
9th, they would have been without food: as It was
they wore seven days on half rations. They had
ridden, walked, forded, swam, climbed and fought
during the rald of three hundred and fifty miles, ex-
hibiting an endurance and heroism challenging the
admiration of the world of chivalry.

THE OBJECTS8 OF THE RAID,

The principal object of Gen. AvERILL’S movement
was to distract the attention of the rebel Gens., JEn-
KINS and the noted JoEN MoRGAN, ana by diverting 1t
toward himself prevent a junction of theilr forces
against Gen. Crook, who designed moving on to
Dublin, destroying the stores and the Virginia and
Tennessee Railroad at that place and the bridge (the
largest and the finest in the 8outh) on New River,
seven miles above. The purpose was accomplishea,
Gen. Crook effecting the complete destruction he
designed, and Gen. MorGAN the while, s it proved,
holding himself at Wythville, southwest about thirty
miles distant on the railroad, in exnectation of Gen.
AvERILL. Avrother purpose of the rald was the de-
struction of the road at whatever point it should be
struck, and Gen, AveriLt starting from Charleston
May 1, selected Wythville as his destination. His
command conslsted ot the First, Second and Thira
Virginla and Fourteenth Pennsylva1:a Cavalry, and
the Thirty-fourth Ohio Mountced Infantry—in il 2,500

men,
REBELS GOBBLED UP.

The march was without especial incident until the
evening of the 7ih, when the advance suddenly came
upon and gobbled up some rebel pickets; rapidly
advancing, they came upon an entire company of the
Eighth Virginia Cavalry, part of JoEN MoRGAN’S men,
engaged in games of ball and quoits, canturing the
whole of them, save the Captain, who escaped to the
bushes, The horses were also taken. In the sur-
prise, only some five or six shots were fired, and they
without injury. The rebs., were bewlldered at first,

chagrined afterward, and expressed surprise at the |

temerity of the raid. This occurred at Abb’s Vailey,
140 miles southeast of Charleston. The presence of
a superier force in that section was suspected, and
the command that night camped on the play-ground
of their prisoners.

THE MARCH CONTINUED.

The next morning, two miles from eamp, rebel
pickets were met, who opened a fire on our advance ;
they were driven back and the warch continued,
until the enemy were found posted in the woodson
the hills. Scouts were sent forward, but were driven
back, some wounded, without being able to ascer-
tain the number of the opposing force.

A PIGHT.

Gen. AvernL concluded to fight; the natu o
the grouna was such that cavalry was useless, and
the Thirty-fourth Onhio and Second Virginla, or-
dered to dismount, were thrown out as skirmishers
on either flank ; they gallantly went to their work ;
brisk firing ensued, our men pressed forward into
the woods and up the hills, from one to another of
which the rebels were driven for twelve miles, when
~ they broke cover and fled to Jeffersonville, three
miles beyond. This skirmishing wood and hill
fighting had continued for six hours, Of Gen,
AvERILL'S command two were killed and five wound-
ed ; the rebeld lost seventeen killed and carried off
their wounded. Atthe-close of the fight & man well
posted in the military policy of the rebelg, came in
and surrendering himself to Gen. AvERiLL, took the
oath of aileglance. He gave much valuable infor-
mation, and specially valuable—the fact that Mog-
gaN was then at Salisville, twenty miles from Jef-
fersonvllie, with a sirong force on the gui vive for our
command. It was further ascertalned that all the
mountain passes on the route from Jeffersonville to
Wythville were strongly guarded, and that passage
through would be impossible,

A REBEL YRAIN UAPTURED.

That night, therefore, Gen. AvERILL marched back
seven miles, branching off ten miles to Princeton,
where he camped., The next morning, a mile out, a
rebel train of ten wagons, loaded with provisions, was
captured ; what the torce required, and they wera
sadly in need, was taken and the balance destioyed,

MFDICAL STORES DESTROYED.

A colored woman came up to the rear guard of the
column and informea them that ina cave about a
mile up the mountain medical stores were concealed,
Twelve men were detalled to search for them, ang
on reaching the spot were assailed by some thirty
rebels on guard. They retreated to the main column
and returned reinforced. The rebelaskedaddled, the
cave was entered, s large quantity of medicines angd
of surglical instruments were discovered, all of which
were destroyed. A weary march was taken across
Walker Mountaln to Mountain Gap, and the nextday
(the 10th) a forced march of twenty-five miles
brought the command to Cave Mountain Gap, five
- miles from the expected goal—Wythvilie, The Gap
- was reached at 3 P, M., and here

THR GALLANT FIGHT OCQOURRED.
Evidently informaiion of our movements had

vasghed Monaaw. for at the Gan was unexpectediv |

!

i

discovered the redoubtable rebel chlef, with full 5,000
cavalry and infantry, and four pieces of cannon.
Por:ions of his force were strongly posted on each
side of the Gap, and upon the cliffs to the front and
sides, whilv the eannon commanded the approach.
Our force, thus suadenly, and, asit would seem,
overwhelmingly met, had been reduced to 2,000 men,
500 having been on the 6th day dispatched to reinforce
Gen, Crook. Scarcely had the rebels, thus impregna-
bly ensconced, been revealed in front, ere two heavy
lines of skirmishers, strongly supported, were dis-
covered rapidly advancing, and In splendid style,
over a clearing and on to our right flank, The two
discoveries were almost simuitaneous. Gen., AVERILL
at once took in the perilous situaiion ; to retreat
was ruin, to advance certain destruction, to surren-
der was never thought of, Nothing was to be done
but to hold his ground. make desperate, stubborn re-
sistance, and during it to-await the cover of the night.
The gallant Cnl, SCHOONMAERR, commanding the sec-
ond brigade, was, with the Fourteenth Pennsylvania
and First Virginia, (mounted,) hurriedly thrown out
across to the right of the road on a rise, there to
meet the approaching ecolumns, which they nobly did,
receiving the fire of the enemy~-presenting a front
of twice their own—at close range, and refurning it
80 rapidly and with such deadly effect, that repeated
attempts to charge upon them fatled. Col. Sougox-
MAEER made ne aitempt to advance, but held his po-
sition under a constant fire for one hour, when, up-
on a threatened flank movement on hie right

hy the rebel cavalry, Gen, Aviaixi ordered him

' to fail back across {5ié road, and on the right ofthe

second column, which had been formed there, con-
sisting of the Thirty-fourth Ohio and Second and
Third Virginia, all dismounted, under the command
of Brig.-Gen. Durrie. He had suffered considerably,
and was compelled to leave his dead and badly
wounded on the line where they had fallen. The
movement was made leisuiely and in excellent or-
der. It was greeted with exultant shou.s by the
rebels, who pressed rapidly forward as far as the
sbandoned line, but the now united columns, pre-
senting a solid and unflinching front, delivered with
rapidity and withering precision a fire which pre-
vented further advance, and temporarily staggered
into confusion the opposing ranks. From the outset
of the fight both columns, while holding in check the
vastly superior force in front, were subjected at easy
musketry range io the cross fire of the infantry and
artillery at the Gap, The terrible position ol Gen.
AverinLL’s command no description can convey the
correct idea of, They were on a cleared section,
with a force double their own to the left,
and another double their own to the front,
with no cover of hilils or woods to fall back
to, and with but the one thing to do-—to maintain
their position under the heavy and continuous fire
of shot and shell. The gallaniry of Gen. AvEriLL
and his staff shone conspicuously during the terrific
ordeal, as did that of every officer and man in his
command-—-not one was seen to talter. The Sesond

-Virginia. on the left of the second column ana in

close range of the Gap,jeonstantly under murderous
fire, extoried the admiration of the enemy and won
that of its own command by its splendid conduct, It
was firin as 8 rock ; every movement was executed
with the ease and precision of a dress parade, and
the moral effect of ita splendid bearing infused the
strength of another regiment. On the field, as in
general orders, it received from Gen. AveriLL the
warmest pralse, Gen. AVeRILL was constantly at the
front of the first column, and on its falling back, at
the front of the command, encouraging and stimu.
lating it to the noble heroism displayed, by his own
fearless exposure and dauntless courage. About
midway of the fighthe was struck in the middle of the
forehead by a musket ball, which, glancing, passed
off over the left eye, Inflicting a deep wound ; with
the blood flowing profusely, his face undistinguish-
able from gore, he continued in his saddle untit, by
weakness,he was compelled toretire to therear. Here
the bicod was staunched, the wound dressed, and
after a few momenis rest he was again In the saddle
and to the {ront, there remaining until the close of
the fight., His escape with life was miraculous.
For five long Lours dia this desperate fight continue ;
not one inch of the second line had been yielded;
MonaaN, on repeated attempts to force it, which
were made with a rush and amld hellish yells, being
repulsed, and when night came he seemea glad to
geek repose from the obstinate and bloody contest,
and to his stubborn foes that night was indeed wel.
come. Gen AvEriLL’S loss in kiiled and weunded
was 13) ; slx prisoners were taken, and from them it
was ascertained that the rebel loss was tar in excess
of ours. The killed and badly wounded were ne-
cessarily left in the hands of {he enemy, there being
no conveyance for them, and at dark, having placed
the latter in & farmhouse near by, and leaving a Sur-
geon in charge, the command hastily got away with-
out any attempt by MoreaN being made to pursue
them or even feel their position. A rapid march of
thirteen miles was had for Walker’s Mountain, with
the design of crossing It and reaching Dublin, where
Gen. CRook was expected to be met,

Special mention, ¢ere concluding this portion of
my letter, should be made of the associate officers of
Gen., AvErILL, few of whom escaped uninjured, for
gallantry never had nobler examplars than in Brig.-
Gen. Durrie and Col. S0E00oNMAKXR, and inthe small
but devoled staff composed of Assistant Adjt.-Gen,
Rumsey, Capt. George T, Castle, Capt, William H.
Brown, Capt. L, A. Myers and Surgeon Fred Eillott ;
or, than in Col, Copehart, First Virginia,Col. Powasll,

Second Virginia, Maj. Conger, commanding detach-
ment Tuird Virginia, saj. Daily, Acting Colonel
Fourteenth Pennsylvania and Col. Shaw, of the
Thirty-fourth Ohio., During all the fight the posts of
danger were persistently theirs, and thelr courageous
examples were megpnetic. It has been stated that a
portion of MoRraAN’s force were cavalry. They were
held in reserve Quring the fight, under cover of the
woods to the rear and left of the rebel column,
awalting the moment so vainly sought for, when our
lines would be broken and they could charge upon
our disordered men.

THE BALANCE OF THE RAID.

When Walker Mountain was reached, it was found
that there was but a bridle-path over i, and the
wearied men dismounting, dragged themselves and
their )aded horses up it. The advance ryeazched the
top at midnight, and here the guide irrecoverably
lost his way. To contlnue in the pitchy darkness
was impossible. The order was given to halt, and
the worn-out men and horses, stretched in single file
from base to summlit on the precipitous, rocky moun-
iain’s side, laid down to rest, Stngularly enough,
yet confirmatory of the terrible punishment the ene.
my had received, they were not disturbed, and at
daylight were on the march agaln. The mountain
passed, and a forced march made during the day of
thirty-two miles, to Dublin. Here wasa sad disap-
pointment, for, though the good work of destruction
which Gen. Croox had done was seen, yet he was not
met. Remaining over night, an eariy march was
made of seven miles to New Rliver; it was greatly
swollen, but was _crossed with the loss of two
men, four horses, and destruction? of all the
ammunition, and, ten miles further on, the
Virginla and Tennessee Railroad was struck at
Christlansburgh. SBome scattering rebel forces were
found here, but were charged on and driven threugh
and beyond the town, giving no afler trouble. The
depot here, stored with large amounts of flour, bacon
and forage, was burned, the telegraph-ofiice Instra-
meat and wires destroyed, the ratiroad torn up and
ralls rendered useless, and the bridge, two mlles be-
low, burned, Two field-pieces were captured in the
village. The command occupled the town over
night, moving ninetesn miles to Gap Mountain the
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next morning, where 1,500 rebels, under Col. (or
Gen.) W. E, JacksoN, wers found strongly posted in
a gap, and strengthened by two pleces of artillery,
Gen, AvERILL’E command was now entlrely without
ammunition. What little was left after the battle at
Cave Mountain had been destroyed while crossing
New River. A fight, tberefore, was hopeless.
8o, by a strateglc and hasty movement, he turned
thelr left flank seeking a bridle path oven the moun-
tain and thence to Sinking Creek Valley, twelve
miles distant, JAoksoN making no pursuit, On the
next day (the 14th) they pushed on twenty-nine miles
toward Unrion, and within five miles thereot fell in
with the rear guard of Gen. Croox’s command. It
was a gladdening sight and hailed vociferously. On
the 15th Gen, AveriLL joined Gen. CRook, and on the
next day held the rear of his army while crossing
Green Briar River at Alderson’s ford, en route for
Meadow Bluff. This duly performed, Gen. AVERILL
marched for Burnt Bridge Ford, on same river, where
he crossed and made direct for Lewigburgh, reach-
ing there on the 19th. Here, for himself and his gal-
lant command, there was but brief rest promised,
for an early expedition in connection wiih Gen.
Croor had been planned. Iis results will be of great
importance. D. M. BARNES.
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