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1. Name 
hlstorlc Christiansburg Depot /gq-*-/ 

andlor common 1 DXL 1 1 e N o .  6 2 

2. Location 
/ 

street & number 630 Depot Street not for publication 

city, town Chris tiansbura M ~ i c i n l t y  of - HWR 

state Virqinia code 5 1 County Montqornew code 121  

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
-district -public X, occupied - agriculture -museum . -+ 

3- buiiding(s) 16_ private -unoccupied X commercial - park 
- structure - both x_ work in progress -educational - private residence 
-site Public Acquislt lon Accessible - entertainment religious 
-object - in process -yes: restricted -government scientific 

- being considered 1L yes: unrestricted - industrial transportation 
N/ A - no - military -other: 

4. Owner of Property (2) (See Continuation Sheet #7) 

name (1) James H. and Helen Dorsett 

street & number 1425 Cambria Street E 

city, town Christiansburg N h  vicinity of state Virginia 24073 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montaomerv ~ o ~ t ~ S ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

street & number Main Street 

city, town Christiansburg state Virginia 24073 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
F l l e  N o .  60-62 

X title D l v l s l o n  o r  H l s t O r l C  Landmarxs Survey has this property been determined eligible? -yes -no 

date 1973;  1984 -federal 2 state -county -local 

depository for survey records D l V l s l O n  of H l s t o r l c  Landmarks 

city, town 221 Governor S t .  , Rlchmond state V l r q l n s a  23219 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent -deteriorated - unaltered X original site 
L good - ruins _X- altered -moved date N/ A 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The Christiansburg Depot (ca .  1869) occupies a prominent s i t e  a r  the railroad crossing 
in Cambria, a community now within the town limits of Christiansburg, Virginia. Since 
the construction of a new passenger station nearby in 1906, the building has been known 
locally a s  the Cambria Freight Station. The frame Italianate structure is sheathed in hoard 
and batten siding and is composed of a two-story tower with flanking one-story pavi- 
lions on the west  endand a long, one-story freight section extending eastward from the 
rear. The nomination c o n s i s t s  of one cont r ibut ing  building.  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The Christiansburg depot of ca. 1869 i s  sited along the south s ide  of the Norfolk Southern 
r a c k s  on the e a s t  s ide  of Cambria Street nearly a mile from the center of Christiansburg. 
Where Cambria Street ends a t  Depot Street the intersection widens into a rough square,  
and the wes t ,  o r  principal facade of the depot is oriented toward this open space ,  around 
which are  sited the buildings which once formed the commercial hub of Cambria. These 
two and three-story buildings, while few in number, effectively provide a dense  barrier 
on the wes t  and south of the square and an urban background for the station which clearly 
i s  the generator and point of reference for the whole community. 

The main block can be  described a s  a wood-framed, one-story, U-shaped structure with 
a shallow hipped roof and deeply overhanging eaves ,  a portion of the center section of 
which r ises  t o  form a tower-like second-story room, covered with a n  even shallower 
hipped roof. It gives the effect  of symmetrical pavilions flanking a tower. A long gabled 
freight wing stretches to  the eas t .  The entire building was  probably built in one campaign, but 
the freight wing may have been added explaining several  structural inconsistencies 
described below. It is sheathed in board and batten siding, topped on the main block 
with a strip of scalloped t r im.  The eaves of the tower and s ide wings of the main block 
are  supported by a modillioned box cornice above a frieze and punctuated by the lengthening 
of pairs of modillions a t  regular intervals t o  form double brackets. The rafter ends protrude 
over the cornice t o  push the roof out t o  double the depth of the cornice. 

All of the building's windows have segmentally arched heads,  while most of the exterior 
doors a re  flat headed, with several  exceptions. Most windows are  equipped with six- 
over-six, double-hung sash .  The central entry in the  wes t  front is flanked hy a pair of 
narrow, four-over-four, double-hung s a s h  windows, a s  is the window in the west  front 
of the tower room above, although these windows are  grouped closer  to  the ta l ler  center 
window in a tripartite arrangement. An entry t o  the south wing is located a t  a right angle 
to  the central door, and evidence in the framing and trim indicates that  the window oppo- 
s i t e  was previously a door opening into the north wing. While photographs taken in  the 

( See Continuation Sheet #1) 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic -conservation -law - science 
- 1500-1599 -agriculture - economics - literature -sculpture 

1600-1699 X architecture -education - military - social1 
- 1700-1 799 art - engineering - music humanitarian 
X 1800-1699 - commerce - explorationlsettiement - philosophy -theater 
- 1900- - communications -industry - pollticslgovernment 2 transportation 

- invention -other (speclty) 

Specific dates 18 68- 187 0 BuilderlArchitect Unknown (Virginia & Tennessee RR engineers) 

Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The ca .  1869 Christiansburg Depot i s  one of only two known surviving railroad struc- 
tures erected during the Reconstruction period in Southwest Virginia. The building i s  
significant not only because it i s  one of the oldest  depots in the s t a t e ,  but a l s o  because 
i t  embodies elements of high style architecture made popular by the pattern books of 
the period. Few stations of i t s  s i ze  remain which are  a s  imposing. The board and 
batten,  Italianate structure with i t s  central tower, overhanging eaves ,  and deep,  
bracketted frieze i s  a prominent commercial landmark in the region a s  well a s  being 
the most impressive structure in the community of Cambria. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

In 1851, the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad chose a s i t e  nearly a mile north of the court- 
house square on the north s ide  of Zion Hill for the location of the Christiansburg depot. 
Secondary sources s ta te  that  Christiansburg's cit izens opposed the location of a train 
yard within the town's boundaries because of the noise,  smoke and danger associated 
with steam locomotives. ' An equally plausible explanation for the unusual separation of 
town and depot is that negotiation of the very s teep  grades required in climbing the 
mountain from Salem, the next major s top to the e a s t ,  dictated the path of the tracks. h:' 
The railroad company, chartered in 1849 a s  the Lynchburg & Tennessee,  built the first  
railroad t o  cross the Blue Ridge mountains into Southwest Virginia, enabling farmers 
and manufacturers t o  reach desirable markets in the rest  of Virginia and beyond. 

The railroad reached Christiansburg in  1854, and a permanent station building was 
constructed in 1857 a t  the north end of Christiansburg's Main Street. Union troops 
burned the depot complex, including commissary buildings and a recreation hall, in 

2 the spring of 1864 a s  a part of the destruction of tracks and related buildings between 
Richmond and Bristol, the principal supply link between Richmond and the deep South. 

The new depot a t  Christiansburg was constructed by the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad 
between 1868 and 1870 a s  part of the rebuilding of the railroad under the leadership of 
i t s  new president, General William  aho one,^ a formidable'power in s ta te  politics during 
the next several  decades.  The new s i t e ,  400 yards to the west  of the original, may 
have been chosen a s  a response to  the growth of a village where present-day Cambria 

(See Continuation Sheet #3)  



9. Major Bibliographical References (See Continuation Sheet #7) 

Allen, Emily. "A History of Cambria," Christiansburs News-Messenger, Bicentennial I ssue ,  
July 22, 1976, pp. 1-2. 

Biddle, Gordon. Victorian Stations,  Railwav Stations in Enqland and Wales 1830- 1923. 
Newton Abbot. Devon . Encrland: David and C-. 1973. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreege of nominated property 0.22 acres  

Quadrangle name Blacksburs Va. 
UMT References 

A 1117 15 15 12 19 12 10 1 14 11  11 10 15 p Q I 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 24000 

Zone Easting Northing 

c w u u  DLLI UdLd u 
EW u 11111111 F W  L L L d  L l l d A d  
G W W U  "W u u 
Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion The nomination consists of 0.22 acres  between the 
railroad tracks and Depot Street containing the Christiansburs D e ~ o t  and the land immediatelv . - 
surrounding i t .  The land i s  leased by the Norfolk Southern Corporation t o  the owners of the 
property. ( s e e  continuat ion shee t  #8) 

Lis t  a l l  s tates and  count ies for propert ies overlapping s ta te  or county boundaries 

state N/A code county N/A code 

state N/A code county N/A code 

1 1. Form Prepared By - 
nameltitie Gibson Worsham/Historical Architect; Charlotte Worsham/Preservation Consultant 

organization Gibson Worsham,,' Architect date lanuarv 1985 

street 6 number Yellow Sulphur Springs, Route 2 telephone (703) 552-1139 

city or town Christiansburg state Virsinia 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national 
X --state -local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
6651. 1 herebv nominate this Drooertv for inclusion in the National Reaister and certifv that it has been evaluated 
according tdthe criteria and'prdced;res set forth 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

H .  Bryan Mitchel l ,  Direc tor  
Division of H i s t o r i c  Landmarks date November 4 ,  1985 

. . . . For NPS use only ' , . ' . , . . ... ,.t 

'.I hereby certify that this prope . . . .  
I , . .  . ,, . ,~,. ' .  . ., 

1 
.I 

Keeper of the National Register I 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 



NPS Form 10.900.a 
W2) 

OMB NO. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
CHRISTIANSBURG DEPOT, CHRISTIANSBURG, VIRGINIA 

Continuation sheet # 1 Item number 7 

ear ly  nineteen-seventies show a window in  the  position of the  center  entry,  the  framing 
and f la t  headed exterior  trim s u g g e s t  a n  original door in  th is  location.  Early layers of 
paint revealed the  word "Women" painted on the  ad jacen t  door t o  the  south wing,  indi- 
cat ing the  probable ear ly  u s e  of tha t  s i d e  of the  building a s  a women's wait ing room. 
A s ing le  window is centered in  the  w e s t  wa l l  of e a c h  wing. 

The north and  sou th  e levat ions  of the  main block a r e  each  punctuated by four windows: 
on the  north the  cen te r  pair  a r e  narrow, and c lose ly  flank a wide door with a n  arched 
transom, the  original  appearance  of which is v i s ib le  in  the  only historic photograph of 
the  building.  The photograph shows posts  supporting some sor t  of canopy a long the  t r a c k s .  
On the  south  wa l l  t h e  center  pair of windows a r e  grouped c lose ly  together.  A window 
looks e a s t  a long the  north s i d e  of the  freight wing. Chimneys (rebuil t  in  th i s  century 
above the  roof) r i s e  ins ide  the  north and  south wal ls  of the  tower room from fireboxes in  
the  wings d i rec t ly  below. A pair of high square  windows pierce the  e a s t  wa l l  of the  tower . .. 
room. While  the  present  roofing is of s tanding seam metal ,  surviving fragments in tac t  
beneath  indicate  that  a former roofing material w a s  s l a t e .  

The main block i s  framed of heavy braced pos t s  with spiked and bolted joints ,  supple-  
mented by intermediate s t u d s ,  nailed i n  p lace .  A pair of shal low timber t r u s s e s  span  
each  of the  s i d e  wings from north to  south ,  rest ing on the  two intermediate pos ts  in  
the  north and south  wings ,  and carry joists  laid in  a n  eas t -wes t  d i rec t ion.  The roof is 
carried on common raf ters .  

The freight wing is similarly framed, with pos t s  a t  s ix teen  foot in te rva l s .  All framing 
members a r e  c i rcular  sawn and the wa l l  cladding carr ied ,  as i n  t h e  main b lock ,  on a 
sys tem of horizontal  timbers nai led between the  pos t s  and subsidiary  s t u d s .  Modified 
Warren t r u s s e s  a b o v e  e a c h  post  s p a n  the  unencumbered s p a c e  below. Common rafters  
a r e  carried on principal purlins which s p a n  between the t r u s s e s .  The f i rs t  of t h e s e  
t r u s s e s  is located immediately t o  the  e a s t  of the  tower room. One end of the  t russ  
located over the  center  rear  of the  south  wait ing room i s  supported by being bolted to  
the  subsidiary t russ  spanning the  wing a t  tha t  s p o t .  On the  north s i d e ,  the  corresponding 
subsidiary  t russ  in  tha t  location having fa i led  or never having been  completely con- 
s t ructed ,  the  larger t russ  and  the  bottom chord of t h e  dismantled subsidiary  t russ  a r e  
carried on a boxed post  in  the  room below. 

On the interior the  wal ls  a r e  c lad  with horizontal beaded tongue-and-groove boards ,  
a s  is t h e  thir teen foot ce i l ing ,  above a wainscot  of wider beaded ver t ica l  boards .  
Surviving p las te r  i n  a r e a s  concealed  for many years  in  the  cen te r  sec t ion  s u g g e s t s  that  
the  ent i re  building w a s  plastered above the  wa insco t  a t  one time. The'window and door 
trim a t  the  early openings in  t h e  north wing a r e  surrounded by a heavy molded archi t rave .  

(See  Continuation Sheet #2 )  
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The windows in  the south wing a r e  d is t inguished by bu l l ' s  e y e  corner b locks  and fluted 
trim. 

The north wing w a s  taken u p  by one large room overlooking t h e  t racks  and apparently 
functioned as the  main wait ing room. The south room w a s  apparently divided in to  
two rooms of unequal  s i z e  a t  some time a f t e r  construction,  through the  erect ion of a 
stud partition c lad  with a differing tongue-and-groove boarding, at a point abou t  two- 
thirds of the way back from t h e  w e s t  wal l .  Doors leading from the  north and south wings 
into the  central  sec t ion ,  and  a door leading from the  north wing t o  t h e  freight sec t ion 
indicate  by thei r  s i z e ,  trim and form tha t  they a r e  l ikely added .  

The central  sec t ion  c o n s i s t s  of two rooms. The w e s t  room, which s e r v e s  a t  present  
a s  a n  entry hal l  behind the  center  entry in  the  w e s t  wa l l ,  is divided from the  smal ler  
room t o  the  e a s t  by a stud part i t ion,  apparently original ,  which carr ies  lath and plas ter  
on i t s  western  f a c e  above the  present  low wood clad ce i l ing ,  a s  d o e s  the  interior  of 
the  wa l l  above the exterior  door. The wa l l s  and cei l ing of both rooms have been  
sheathed with a wide  beaded tongue-and-groove board. The w e s t  room communicates 
with the  north wait ing room through a smal l  w i ~ d o w ,  suggest ing a t i cke t  s a l e s  function. 
The opposite  door t o  the  north waiting room, which physica l  ev idence  s u g g e s t s  is not 
original ,  may indicate  the  previous ex i s t ence  of a s imi lar  window in  tha t  location.  

Against the south wa l l  in  the  eas te rn  room in  the  central  sec t ion  is located the  s t e e p  
flight of winders tha t  provides access to  the  second-floor room. The s t a i r  and the  smal l  
c lose t  under i t  show ev idence  of la th  and p las te r .  Across from the  s t a i r  a r e  located 
two clearly added to i le t  cub ic les ,  one  of which unt i l  recently opened only in to  the 
w e s t  room. Spanning the  width of the  room a t  the  eas te rn  end is the  framed opening of 
a skylight  sha f t ,  l ined with la th  and  p las te r ,  which r i s e s  t o  a point near  the  ridge of 
the  roof of the  freight wing just behind t h e  tower room. The skylight  is no longer in  
ex i s t ence .  

The ear ly  functional  layout  is suggested  by the foregoing a n a l y s i s .  The central  sec t ion  
functioned a s  the official  a r e a ,  entered by a central  door on the  w e s t  and through a door in 
the  e a s t  wa l l  from the  freight room. The w e s t  room incorporated t i cke t  s a l e s ,  while t h e  
e a s t  room and t h e  tower room were apparently o f f i ces .  Passengers  entered thei r  res-  
pective waiting rooms and  purchased t i cke t s  through smal l  gr i l les  i n  the  wa l l  of the  
cent ra l  sec t ion .  Passengers  in the  t racks ide  waiting room exited through the  wide door 
fac ing the  t rack,  while t h o s e  in  t h e  more private south  waiting room reached the  train 
through the  s ing le  exterior  door. 

I t  is a t  the junction of the  main block and  t h e  freight  room that  the  chief a l tera t ions  to 

(See Continuation Sheet  #3)  
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which the building has been subject  become apparent .  There i s  a misalignment in  
every part of the building,  the  e a v e s ,  roof, f loor,  s i l l s ,  amounting t o  25" . The gab le  
projecting from the  e a s t  wa l l  of t h e  tower room h a s  been c u t  off a t  the  freight room wal l  
and the  ends  of i t s  purlins left unsupported.  The discovery  of t h e  remains of brick 
piers in the  ground approximately the  same d i s t a n c e  below the  s i l l s  confirms that  the  
freight wing has been  ra ised  off i t s  original  foundation and s e t  on creosoted pi l ings.  
These a l tera t ions  were  poss ib ly  carried out when the  depot  w a s  converted t o  a freight 
s ta t ion  i n  1906, and/or i n  connection with a ra is ing of the  track bed .  In response  t o  
the  ra is ing of the freight sec t ion ,  ins tead  of correspondingly ra is ing the main b lock,  
the  railroad chose  t o  cut off approximately the  same amount from the  bottom of i t s  frame. 
Workmen then ins ta l led  a new floor sys tem a t  the  higher l eve l ,  thus  maintaining the 
differences i n  floor levels  between the  two s e c t i o n s  while a l ter ing the  exterior  appear-  
a n c e .  This resul ted  in  s igni f icant  interior  changes ,  caus ing the  ce i l ing  (now thir teen 
f e e t ) ,  wa insco t ,  f i r ep laces ,  l in te ls  and s i l l  heights  to  b e  reduced.  Doors were ra ised  
into the  s p a c e  formerly occupied b y  t ransoms.  The change is particularly apparent  in  . .. 
the low height of the  t icket  window between t h e  south  wait ing room and the  central  
s e c t i o n ,  which is located approximately two fee t  above the  floor. 
The difference i n  door  height  is apparent  by comparing the present  north waiting room 
door with the same  door in  the  h is tor ic  photogra*. In addit ion,  
the  e a s t  window in  the  north wait ing room w a s  ra ised  in  order t o  c l e a r  the  newly 
heightened loading dock ou t s ide .  Some anomalies i n  wainscot  height  i n  the  two wings 
have yet  t o  b e  resolved.  Evidence in  t h e  cen te r  sec t ion  supports  the  probability that  
the  entire building w a s  p las tered ,  a n d ,  if s o ,  it may have been  removed a s  a resul t  of 
this  work. 

E 
The s ta t ion  w a s  a l t e red  l i t t l e  during the  ba lance  of the  ra i l road 's  occupation,  but  i n  
1965 upon i t s  purchase  by the  C a s h  Lumber Company, the  interior  of the  main block 
w a s  entirely shea thed  i n  gypsum board.  A loading dock w a s  ins ta l led  a t  the  southwest  
loading door ,  result ing i n  the  a l tera t ion of tha t  door.  

8 .  SIGNIFICANCE--His torical  Background 

Street  c r o s s e s  the t r a c k s .  Mahone had purchased sufficient  s h a r e s  of s tock in  the 
company to  ensure  his e l ec t ion  with the  object  of consolidat ing the  unwilling Virginia 
& Tennessee  with severa l  other rai lroads he controlled to  form a company which would 
link Norfolk with t h e  Ohio and Miss i s s ipp i  r ivers.  Businessmen i n  Richmond and  
Lynchburg opposed the  move fearing a l o s s  of commerce t o  their  c i t i e s ,  but  in 1870 
the  legislature overwhelmingly approved Mahone 's  plan and the  Atlantic,  Miss i s s ipp i  
and Ohio Railroad came in to  being.  The A .  M. & O .  went  in to  receivership  in  1876, a s  
a r e s u l t  of the  depress ion  following the  panic  of 1873. Purchasers of the  railroad in  

(See  Cont inuat ion Shee t  #4) 
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8 .  SIGNIFICANCE--Historical Background 

1881 renamed i t  the  Norfolk and  Wes te rn   ailr road .4  

In 1873 a post  off ice w a s  opened near  the  depot  and the community which had grown 
up around the  railroad w a s  named Bangs. The s ta t ion  continued t o  b e  identified a s  
Christ iansburg Depot,  however. In addit ion to  the  Christ iansburg market, the  depot  
served a s  a t ransfer  point for the  resor t  a t  Yellow Sulphur Springs,  a popular watering 
place  six miles t o  the  northwest which had relied on the  s t a g e s  before the  advent  of 
the railroad. Passengers  bound for the  springs boarded coaches  which met each  train 
and were carried t o  the  hotel  over  the  Yellow Sulphur Turnpike (now Cambria St ree t ) ,  
a road constructed in  1857 in  d i rec t  r e sponse  t o  the  rai lroad's  a r r i v a ~ . ~  The railroad 
made poss ib le  the development of another  nearby resor t ,  the  Montgomery White  
Sulphur Spr ings ,  which w a s  served by the  s ta t ion  a t  Montgomery. 

In July of 1882 a due l  was  fought near  the  depo t ,  with no injury t o  e i ther  party,  over 
poli t ical  i s s u e s ,  by J.  Stuart Crockett  of Wythevi l le ,  and John S .  W i s e  of Richmond. 
Both combatants arrived by ra i l  with the i r  seconds  and phys ic ians ,  having se t t l ed  on 
Bangs by previous agreement,  and walked t o  a g i t e  a short  d i s t a n c e  up the  Yellow 
Sulphur Road. The duel  w a s  W i s e ' s  l a s t ,  and led to h is  much publicized dec i s ion  t o  
fight no more d u e l s ,  a n  example which w a s  instrumental  i n  ending t h e  pract ice in 
Virginia. 6 

In 1885 the  community w a s  renamed Ronald in honor of local  Confederate hero,  Charles 
A .  Ronald, bu t  i n  1892 took the  name Cambria from the  geological  stratum underlying 
the  ad jacen t  ridge. In 1906 the  town, having experienced considerable  growth, w a s  
off ic ia l ly  incorporated a s  Cambria. In the  same  year  a new passenger  s t a t ion  w a s  
constructed a t  the  s i t e  of the  original  s t a t ion ,  400 yards  t o  the  e a s t ,  and the  old depot  
w a s  converted for  u s e  so le ly  a s  a freight  s ta t ion .  I t  w a s  perhaps a t  this  time that  the  
s ta t ion  w a s  renovated,  result ing in t h e  raising of the  freight sec t ion  approximately two 
f e e t ,  a n  ac t ion  that  may have been in  response  t o  a ra is ing of the  track bed .  It was  
possibly at the  same time tha t  the  main b lock w a s  a l tered  by the  raising of its floor 
level  and the  corresponding removal of a sec t ion  of i t s  lower w a l l s ,  with the result ing 
interior changes .  

The survival  of the  s t a t ion  would seem to  b e  indicat ive  of the  volume of freight handled 
a t  Christ iansburg.  Pre-1900 depo t s  in  larger centers  such  a s  Roanoke and Petersburq 
were  a l tered  to  freight u s a g e  when new passenger  fac i l i t ies  were constructed.  The 
depot  continued t o  b e  used  a s  a freight s ta t ion  unti l  the ear ly  1960's when i t  w a s  sold 
to  a lumber company which further a l tered  i t  by covering a l l  interior  surfaces  with gypsum 
board.  A civi l  engineer  employed by the  Norfolk 6 Western  in  the  1940's  recal led the  

(See Continuation Sheet  #5) 
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8.  SIGNIFICANCE--His tor ica l  Background 

u s e  of the  north wait ing room as the  genera l  freight  office, heated  by a large s tove  in  
the  center  of the  f loor,  and the  south  wing a s  the  offices of the engineering department 
for the  local  s e c t i o n  of the  r a i l ~ a y . ~  The rai lway,  now Norfolk Southern, cont inues  
t o  own the  land on which the  depot  s t a n d s .  

The s ta t ion  is typical  of the  intermediate grade of depot  erected by the  Virginia & 
Tennessee  Railroad and other companies controlled by Mahone in  the  immediate post- 
war period. Few survive ,  having fa l len  victim t o  f i s c a l  and  modernization policies in  
the  railroad indust ry .  The s ta t ion  a t  Rural Retreat,  a s t o p  on the  same l ine  t o  the  south ,  
is the only other depot  buil t  by the  Virginia & Tennessee  known t o  survive .  It is very 
similar  in  d e t a i l ,  incorporating nearly ident ica l  decora t ive  fea tures  and  fenestrat ion 
pat terns ,  but  has  two squa t  hipped roof towers ,  and  is considerably different ,  and 
smal ler ,  in  plan and  e levat ion.  Two other very s imi lar  s t a t ions  survive ,  a t  Windsor 
and Ivor on the  Norfolk & Western  l ine .  The nearly ident ica l  buildings were bui l t  by 
the  Norfolk & Petersburg Railroad in  1866, one of the  Mahone group. Whi le  smal ler  
and without towers ,  they and  the  now vanished Suffolk s t a t ion  which had a tower, 
sha re  with the  Christ iansburg depot  s imilar  but not ident ica l  s t y l i s t i c  f ea tu res .  These 
include board and bat ten  s id ing ,  modillioned cornice and7a shallow hipped roof, a s  
we l l  a s  the  same configuration of a pair of waiting rooms and a n  office grouped in a 
main b lock,  with a freight wing extending from the  rear  a long the track.  

A11 of t h e s e  depots  sha re  sources  with larger prototypical s t a t ions  des igned in  what  
was  known a s  " t h e  railroad s t y l e " ,  the  I t a l i ana te .  These include the  New Haven 
s ta t ion  by Henry Austin of 1848-49, which was  equipped with towers ,  and a s ta t ion  
des ign  in  Henry Holly 's  Country Sea t s  of 1865,  the  f i r s t  American pattern book to  
include a railroad depot  among i t s  p l a t e s .  Holly s t a ted  that  the  I ta l ian  s t y l e  w a s  
"appropriate for s t a t ions  in  rural se t t ings  where they s e t  a good example and resul t  
in  improving the  t a s t e  of the community."8 In addi t ion ,  the  s t y l e  w a s  e a s i l y  adapted 
t o  a variety of building types  and materials and w a s  inexpensive  and eff icient  t o  
construct  and maintain.  

Towers were fea tures  ear ly  a s s o c i a t e d  with d e p o t s ,  where they were often employed 
to  house a be l l  and a clock t o  s igna l  t r a i n  ar r ivals  and depar tures .  The tower a t  
Christ iansburg a l s o  s u g g e s t s  domest ic  villa des igns '  of the  I tal ian 'style a s  promul- 
gated  by Andrew Jackson Downing and others in  the  1840's  and  18501s ,  a s  d o e s  the 
u s e  of board and batten s id ing ,  which later  became a trademark of minor railroad 
archi tec ture .  In the second half of the  nineteenth century railroad archi tec ture  in  
both Europe and the  United Sta tes  w a s  characterized by the  u s e  of s tandardized 
plans for  buildings and building components,  and in  many c a s e s  the  identi ty of a 
company could b e  recognized by i t s  s t a t ions  just a s i n  the  c a s e  o f t h e  color of i t s  

(See  Continuation Shee t  #6) 
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locomotives and c a r s .  

The ra i l road 's  engineering department undoubtedly des igned and supervised  the  building 
of a l l  company property, al though t h e  records which might demonst ra te  how the des ign  
process  operated d o  not survive .  The engineers '  training and background would sugges t  
that the buildings they bui l t  would b e  modern, s t y l i s h ,  and ef f ic ient .  The in tent  of t h e  
railroad company i n  erec t ing  the s t a t ion  was  to c rea te  a n  impress ive  landmark adver- 
tizing their  s e r v i c e s ,  but  a l s o ,  i n  s o  doing,  to r a i s e  the s tandards  of archi tec ture  in 
the rural l a n d s c a p e ,  a s  sugges ted  by popular archi tec tura l  theor is ts  l ike Downing and 
Holly, and t o  s t imula te  further economic and cultural  development.  The depo t  remains 
the most impress ive  and archi tec tura l ly  sophis t ica ted  i n  Cambr ia .  

The recently completed res tora t ion  wi l l  permit the depo t  t o  b e  success fu l ly  reused with 
a minimum of a l te ra t ion  t o  i t s  fabr ic .  The building wi l l  b e  the  foca l  point for  a proposed 
revi ta l iza t ion  of the  Cambria town cen te r .  
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verbal Boundary Description: Beginning at-a point on the S side of Norfolk 
Southern railroad tacks on the E side of Carnbria St. and approx. 500' W Of 
intersection of E. Main St. with VA Rt. 111; thence extending approx. 75' N 
to a point on S side of tracks; thence approx. 200' W; thence approx. 75's; 
thence approx. 200' E to point of origin. 




